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As DO accusation could be more efficacious to inflame
the people, so none, my lords, could with more difficulty
be confuted. Some losses must be suffered in every war,
and every one will necessarily produce complaints and dis-
content ; every man is willing to blame some other person
for his misfortunes, and it was, therefore, easy to turn the
clamours of those whose vessels fell into the hands of the
Spaniards, against the ministers and commanders of the
ships of war.

These cries were naturally heard with the regard always
paid to misfortune and distress, and propagated with zeal,
because they were heard with pity. Thus in time, what
was at first only the outcry of impatience, was by malicious
artifices-improved into settled opinion, that opinion was di-
ligently diffused, and all the losses of the merchants were
imputed, not to the chance of war, but the treachery of
the ministry.

But, my lords, the folly of this opinion, however general,
and the falsehood of this accusation, however vehement,
will become sufficiently apparent, if you examine that bulky
collection of papers which are now laid before you, from
which you will discover the number of our fleets, the fre-
quency of our convoys, the stations of our ships of war, and
the times of their departure and return; you will find that
no provision for war, no expedient likely to promote suc-
cess has been neglected; that we have now more ships
equipped than in the late war with France, that nothing
can be added to the exactness with which our maritime
force is regulated, and that there is not the least reason to
doubt of the fidelity with which it has been employed.

In every war, my lords, it is to be expected that losses
will be suffered by private persons on each side, nor even
in a successful war can the publick always hope to be en-
riched ; because the advantage may arise, not immediately
from captures, but, consequently, from the treaties or con-
ditions in which a prosperous war may be supposed to
terminate.

What concessions we shall in this war extort from the
Spaniards, what security will be procured for our mar-